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Syllabus – Targets: 

This short, 2-week course seeks to compare and explain the political economy of immigration in the 

United States and France. The first week examines the history of the political economy of immigration 

since 1945 in the United States, moving through various periods of openness and closure, and culminating 

with a discussion of Obama’s immigration policy proposals. The aim of this week is three-fold: to develop a 

substantive appreciation of immigration policy in the U.S.; to have a theoretical and conceptual 

understanding of immigration policy in the U.S., and to consider differences between the U.S. and French 

experiences. The second week involves a similar focus to the first week, but this time in the context of 

France. Exploring periods of openness and restriction since 1945, and similar policies of migration 

management in the 21st century, this week considers especially the supra-national/European dimension of 

the political economy of immigration, which provides one possible distinction between France and the U.S. 

Exploring other possible distinctions is precisely one of the tasks of this 2-week course, and the other is to 

ultimately build a theoretical understanding of how the politics and economics of immigration are 

intertwined over time in putatively ‘western’ democracies.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Evaluation : 

The course involves a 2 hour written exam which will cover the material from the 2 weeks.  

 

Plan – Séances : 

Week 1: A political economy of immigration in the United States 

Session 1: Post-WWII political economy: ethno-racial exclusion and its exceptions 

Session 2:  1965-1986: New open doors: just ‘client politics’? 

Session 3: Post-1986: Neo-restrictionism and migration management; theoretical conclusions 

 

Week 2: A political economy of immigration in France 

Session 4: (1) Brief summary of immigration policy during ‘les trentes glorieueses’: client politics or what?; 

(2) The age of restriction: (1973-2006): crises, ethno-racial exclusion, xenophobia, and the (European) 

politics of family reunification 

Session 5: A new age of migration management (immigration subi and choisi?) in the context of the EU: 

comparative summary and theoretical conclusions 

Session 6: Review of material and Exam  
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