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Résumé du cours – Objectifs 

The course will be delivered in English by two experienced Public Affairs practitioners, and aims to equip students with a hands-

on understanding of how companies lobby at EU level. We will be building on your legal and theoretical knowledge of the EU, but 

seeking to put that knowledge into practice, and demonstrate how understanding procedures and institutions can be used to 

influence the decision-making process. 

  

This will be achieved through a mixture of lectures based on material drawn from our professional experience, but also debates 

and case-studies. The last session will aim to wrap all of this up, and you will be given the opportunity to plan, manage and 

implement your own lobbying campaign.  

  

The course is decidedly focused on dialogue and exchange of ideas, and we will be expecting and promoting challenging questions 

and discussions. 

  

The final objective is for you to better understand the reality of lobbying in Brussels, its variety, the methods used, and the impact 

it has in terms of democracy and effectiveness of the EU decision-making process.  

  

We hope we will have piqued your interest in lobbying by the time the course ends, and hopefully we will have equipped you with 

some tools and practical knowledge to pursue careers in the field of public affairs. 

 

Evaluation 

Students will be graded according to their participation throughout the sessions and the various practical exercises, as well as on 

the quality of their work in the final case study (analytical, presentation and logical skills). 

 

Plan – Séances 

The course will be divided into six sessions: 



 

 

Session 1: General presentation of the course / introduction to EU lobbying  

Session 2: Many varied lobbying channels  

 

Session 3: When to lobby : lobbying tactics at each step of the EU processes 

Session 4: 24 hours in the life of a lobbyist : the lobbyist toolbox   

Session 5: Lobbying transparency & ethics 

Session 6: Real-life practical case 

 

 

Bibliographie : 

This bibliography is an indicative one. The course is a practical one, and as such, overall curiosity and ability to put to good use 

theoretical learnings is the most important factor.  

  

1. Some books...if you insist 

Eppink D.J. 

Life of a European Mandarin: Inside the Commission 

 Greenwood J. 

Interest representation in the European Union 

 van Schendelen R.  

Machiavelli in Brussels: The Art of Lobbying the EU  

   

2. Keep abreast of EU developments  by reading about the day-to-day life of EU institutions 

www.politico.eu 

http://europa.eu/rapid/midday-express.htm 

https://corporateeurope.org/ 

   

3. Become familiar with some organisations 

http://www.iata.org/policy/pages/default.aspx 

http://cer.be/publications/position-papers 

https://www.businesseurope.eu/publications?category%5B%5D=59 

   

4. Make sure your evenings are well spent… 

  

Borgen 

Danish political drama series 
  

Game of Thrones 

Not totally representative of Brussels, but you can always study the characters of Tyrion Lannister, Petyr Baelish and Lord Varys if 

you’re looking for an excuse to (re)watch 
  

House of Cards 

Remy Danton’s job is not really what we do on a day-to day basis, but still enjoyable to watch. Or try the lesser-known original 

1990 BBC series! 
  

Thank You for Smoking 

2005 film, by Jason Reitman, on the life of a tobacco lobbyist in DC. 
  

The Thick of It 



 

Excellent British comedy series on how politics are made, with only a tiny hint of exaggeration 

 


