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Syllabus – Targets: 

The course focuses on the different crises the EU has been going through over the past years and their 

political consequences for the integration dynamic. We will study the concept of crisis and its uses in 

the integration process, as well as the three most recent crises: the Euro crisis, Brexit, the refugee 

crisis. 

This seminar has four goals: (1) to allow students to develop their analytical skills regarding the EU; (2) 

to help them expand their written and oral argumentation skills; (3) to expand their abilities in data 

visualization (infographics) (4) to develop their capacity for evaluating and constructively criticizing 

their pairs’ work.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evaluation:  

The seminar requires active participation from the students. It is expected from them to  have read the 

material ahead of each class, to be able to present the different arguments and readings and to actively 

engage in discussions.  

The seminar is based on active learning : students are invited to expand their knowledge and to pass it 

on to others in the class (through oral presentations and discussions) and to the general public outside 

the classroom, by creating an infographics (topic of their choice), to be uploaded on the EuroScope 

online tool database (via the Universite de Montreal Jean Monnet Chair website Euroscope.ca). 

 

Participation      10% 

 News Presentation (10 minutes)  15% 

Oral presentation (15 minutes)  15% 

Infographics and written report (10 pages)  60% 

Examples of infographics about the EU can be found on www.euroscope.ca 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan – Séances: 

1)  Introduction and methodology 

Basics of the European Union, course requirements and evaluation, lab session to learn how to 

use Venngage to create infographics. 

Compusary readings: 

*Cini, Michelle et Nieves Perez-Solorzano Borragan, (2016), The European Union Politics, 5th 

ed., chapter 3“From the Constitutional Treaty to the Treaty of Lisbon and Beyond” (Clive 

Church and David Phinnemore).  

* Chabanet, D., Anacleto, N.F., St-Arnault, M., Freire, G. and Skoczek, X. (2016). Le thème de la 

crise ou des chrysanthèmes pour l’Europe?. Politique européenne, (4), pp.100-119 

* Dehousse, R., 2016. Vive la crise!. Politique européenne, (4), pp.284-294. 

*Monnet, Jean (1963), ‘A Ferment of Change’ by Jean Monnet, Journal of Common Market 

Studies, 1(3): 203-304. 

 

2) “Europe will be built by crisis” : Myth or reality? 

The concept of crisis in European studies and its uses to understand European integration 

Compusary readings: 

*Börzel, T. A. (2016) “From EU Governance of Crisis to Crisis of EU Governance: Regulatory 

Failure, Redistributive Conflict and Eurosceptic Publics”. JCMS: Journal of Common Market 

Studies, 54: 8–31.  

*Haughton, T. (2016) “Beelines, Bypasses and Blind Alleys: Theory and the Study of the 

European Union”. JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies, 54: 65–82 

* Saurugger, S. (2016) “Sociological Approaches to the European Union in Times of Turmoil”. 

JCMS: Journal of Common Market Studies, 

* Warlouzet, L., 2014. “Dépasser la crise de l'histoire de l'intégration européenne”. Politique 

européenne, (2), pp.98-122. 

* Hooghe, L. and Marks, G., 2016, June. Europe’s Crises and Political Contestation. In 

Conference Paper, European University Institute (Vol. 30). 

 

3) The Euro crisis 

Compusary readings: 

*Cini, Michelle and Nieves Perez-Solorzano Borragan, (2016), The European Union Politics, 5th 

ed., chapter 26: “Economic Crisis” ( Dermot Hodson and Uwe Puetter). 

*Risse, T. (2014), No Demos? Identities and Public Spheres in the Euro Crisis. J Common Mark 

Stud, 52: 1207–1215 



 

*Jenson, Jane and George Ross (2016), “The Eurozone Crisis. The challenge to theorizing the 

EU", ECSA-C paper, May 2016. Available online: 

https://umontreal.academia.edu/janejenson/Papers 

* Parsons, C. and Matthijs, M., 2015. European integration past, present and future: Moving 

forward through crisis. The future of the euro, pp.210-232. 

* Falkner, G., 2016. The EU’s problem-solving capacity and legitimacy in a crisis context: a 

virtuous or vicious circle?. West European Politics, 39(5), pp.953-970. 

 

4) The refugee crisis 

Compusary readings: 

*Cini, Michelle and Nieves Perez-Solorzano Borragan, (2016), The European Union Politics, 5th 

ed., chapter 20; “Justice and Home Affairs” ( Emek M. Ucarer). 

*Favell, Adrian. (2010) "Immigration, migration et libre circulation dans la construction de 

l'Europe." Politique européenne 2 : 33-64. 

*Carrera, S., Blockmans, S., Gros, D. and Guild, E., 2015. The EU's Response to the Refugee 

Crisis: Taking Stock and Setting Policy Priorities. CEPS Essay, (20/16). 

* Barbulescu, R., 2016. Still a Beacon of Human Rights? Considerations on the EU Response to 

the Refugee Crisis in the Mediterranean. Mediterranean Politics, pp.1-8. 

 

5) Brexit 

Compusary readings: 

*Sara B. Hobolt (2016) “The Brexit vote: a divided nation, a divided continent”, Journal of 

European Public Policy, 23:9, 1259-1277 

*Neil Fligstein, (2008) Euroclash: The EU, European Identity, and the Future of Europe. Oxford, 

Oxford University Press, chapter 6 “Who are the Europeans and how does this matter for 

politics?” pp.132-165. 

*Sophie Duchesne and al, (2010) “Europe between integration and globalisation social 

differences and national frames in the analysis of focus groups conducted in France, 

francophone Belgium and the United Kingdom” Politique européenne (30):67-105. 

*Binzer Hobolt, Sarah et Sylvain Brouard, (2011)” Contesting the EU? Why the Dutch and the 

French Rejected the European Constitution.” Political Research Quarterly, 64(2):309-322 

*Thierry Chopin and Christian Lequesne, (2016) “Differentiation as a double-edged sword: 

member-states’ practices and Brexit”. International Affairs, Vol.92(3), pp.531-545 

6) Presentation and discussion of students’ work 

Each student will present a preliminary version of his/her infographics (15 minutes) to the class, 

and will be assigned an infographics to comment on. Comments from the class and professor 

will be used to produce the final version. 


