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Brltam hoped 0 remake Europe in 1ts own 1mage
It has succeeded chleﬂy in ahenatmg its a]hes

BY WILLIAM UNDERHILL

the new membcrs of the Europ
are’ “rude” and “ungrateful.
Cominoi: Agncultural Policy |

g
with limited funds and a Brussels bureau-
cracy kept firmly in check. On the other: the
old-timers, most notably the French, wed-
ded to the ideal of an ever-closer Union and
such costly canses as protecting its farmers.
In the middle: the newcomers: from -the

; post -communist stragglers
to update their economles

RS

NEW DIVIDE:. Subsidies for farmers vérsus jobs
for Palish unmtgrants {top); Blairand Chirac -

liken Blair to the “the shenff of Nottingham,”
robbing the poor to reward the rich,
‘What hurtsin Eastern Europe is Britain's

éir econiomies: ut50 apparent perfidy. Yes, the budget rumpus

ended in smiles after the usual late-night
compromise, but offense was already-taken.
Wasn't this the land of Margaret Thatcher,
the scourge of communism and champion
for extending the EU eastward? Doesn't
London preach the same ideals of red-

East, who have bough the.idea of rnodcm-

order, w;th ‘the leaders in Eastern and Ce tfal

0 ed. “If Touy Blair couldn’t solve all these ¢

blooded economic liberalism that are now
leading the newcomers toward prosperity?
Britain, almost alone among the older mem-

60 bers of the Union, opened its doors to job-

starved workers from the East last year. And
the Easterners followed Blair to Iraq. “There
is a bit of disappointment here--and that’s
British understatement,” says Fugeniusz
Smolar, chairman of the Center for Interna—
tional Relations in Watsaw.

Partly it’s a failure of 1cadersh1p_Blmrs

. When Britain took on the EU presidency in

June, hespoke ofa dynamlc and economically

ce - to trim lts chenshed:} Ocompetitive Europe ready to take on the chal-
- lenge of globahzauon but still with a “strong
and caring social dimension” The bossy
- “Franco-German hegemony of yore, he sug-

gested, would be replaced by a new European

Europé sitfing at the table. But'as old-gv

short-selling the interests of its.new m
bers, the newcomers undcrstandably feel

tradictions, then he-shouldn't have madé the
promises;” says Dariusz Rosati, 2 Polish mém-
ber of the European Parliament:

The upshot is an unexpeeted realign-
ment of EU politics:” With Britain now an
uncertain ally, the Easterners have sought
new friends, preferably with clout in the
Brussels logrolling game. Thus we see a new
Polish appreciation for French President

]ose Manuel Durao Barroso was moved to?OJacques Chirac, based partly on shared con-

cern for subsidy-hungry farmers. Germany,
too, is cozying up to Poland, the largest and
most assertive of the EUs new members.
“Astonishingly, we now see more trust be-
tween French, Germans and the Poles than
between- -the - British -and - Poles,”: -says
Matthias Wissmann, a Christian Democrat
M.P. who chairs the EU committee of the
German Parliament. The joke, in other
words, is on Britain. ‘A
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COMPETENCE LINGUISTIQUE
(5 points)

Pour chaque question, vous devez choisit parmi les quatre éléments celui qui vous
permet de constituer une phrase grammaticale correcte.

1. He hates ...

a) that we make fun of him
b) to be making fun of him
c) to be made fun

d) being made fun of

2. Hif crashed but he ... get to safety before it caught fire

a) could b} was able to c) might d) has been able to

3. Although she knew there was a meeting she didn’t ...

a) show b) turn c) show off d) turn up

4. The idea of a balanced diet 1s very difficult to ... to anyone who knows little about food
values.

a) put through b) take in C) put across d) make over

5.1 could not ... dropping it because my hands were wet.

a) abide b) stand c) bear d) help

6. The inflation rate ... new peaks last week

a) reached b) has reached c) has been reaching d) 15 reaching

7. At last the young boy was quiet. He had cried ...

a) himself to sleep b) him to sleep ¢) him sleeping d) himself sleeping

-9, -



8. The line is busy. You can hang ...

a) up b) back ¢) down d} off

9. The strikers have agreed to discuss their grievances with the employers ... two days’ time

1) for 2) since 3) during 4) in

10. 'm going to ... my eyes tested tomorrow

1) let 2) make 3y do 4) have

COMPREHENSION ECRITE
(3 points)

Find a synonym or a short definition for the following words exttacted from the article

1) cagey (1)

2) blathering (1.14)

3) a spoof speech {1.20)

4) rebate (1.40)

5) the budget rumpus (1.50)

6) the upshot (1.85)



EXPRESSION ECRITE: COMMENTAIRE D’PARTICLE
(12 points)

Essay (approx.300 words)
You are expected to write a well-structured essay with an introduction cleatly staung the
problems involved. Please note that great attention will be paid to the quality of your

expression and to your ability to produce a relevant demonstration. Please note that your essay
should NOT be a paraphrase of the article.

What does this article tell us about the state of Anglo-French relations today ¢



