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Type de cours / Course type :18 heures /18 hours 
 
Langue du cours/language of instruction : English  
 
Descriptif du cours et des objectifs pédagogiques/ Course description and objectives  
India, as vast as six times France and more populous (1.4 billion inhabitants) than the whole of 
Europe, constitutes, through its history, religious, linguistic, and ethnic diversity, as well as its spatial, 
economic, and social contrasts, a quasi-continent. Contemporary India, "united by its immense 
diversity," hence its official designation, "the Indian Union" in its 1950 Constitution, challenges our 
traditional analytical scales and has much to teach us. Currently composed of 28 states and 9 
territories, this federal republic has been striving for over 70 years to preserve a democratic system 
despite the power of Hindu nationalism. However, unlike the highly powerful China, India does not 
fully utilize its economic and military potential (being the world's largest arms importer and a nuclear-
armed nation) to assert itself regionally and internationally, although its cultural influence is 
undeniable, thanks to an economically and politically active diaspora of over 20 million people. How 
will this emerging world, caught between power and vulnerability, manage to meet the numerous 
challenges in terms of economic, social, and environmental justice, and maintain stability in a troubled 
regional and global environment? 
 
 
 
Dispositif d’enseignement à distance envisagé/ Online teaching method 

- 2X45 mn-to-one-hour online interactive classes every two weeks for nine weeks 

- podcast lectures providing background knowledge for each topic 

 
 
Evaluation/assessment  

- An oral presentation of an academic paper that will be serve as the basis for class 

discussion. A writer 500-word reading report will have to be sent to the professor prior to 

class (40%) 

- Participation in class discussion (10%) 

- A final paper at the end of semester (50%) 

 
 
Plan des séances/Course outline  

• A secular republic challenged by communal tensions 
• The fabric of caste beyond hinduism 
• A demographic giant through the lens of gender inequalities 
• Rapid urbanization and a rapidly changing rural world 
• An emerging power in the global economy 
• Internal and external geopolitics of a country in search of power 
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